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other, Vaekereta has usually been identified with the province
of Kabul. This, also, is the opinion of the Parsis themselves.
Vaekereta is further said to be the seat or home of Duzhak,
which further tends to confirm its identification with Kabul,
as the acknowledged country of Zohik. If the Wardaks had
ever been a ruling tribe, I should be disposed to infer that
the name of Vaekereta might, probably, have been derived
from them. But in our present total ignorance of their
history, I think that it is sufficient to note the very great
similarity of the two names.
In the seventh century the king of Kophene was a Turk,
and the language of the country was different from that of
the people of Ghazni. Hwen Thsang mentions that the
alphabet of Kapisene was that of the Turks, but that the
language was not Turki. As the king, however, was an Indian,
it may reasonably be inferred that the language was Ind ian.
For a similar reason it may be conjectured that the la nguage
of Kophene was some dialect of Turki, because the king of
the district was a Turk.
3.    ARACHOSIA OR GHAZNI
The Chinese pilgrim places the country of T$au-ku-ta at
500 K, or 83 miles, to the south of Huphina, or Kophene,
and to the north-west of Falana, or Banu. The valley of the
Lo-mo-iH-tv river, which is mentioned as producing assafoetida,
is readily identified with the Helmand by prefixing the syllable
Ho to the Chinese transcript. The kingdom is said to have
been 7000 M, or 1166 miles, in circuit, which cannot be far
from the truth, as it most probably included the whole of
south-western Afghanistan with the exception of Kandahar,
which at thaf time, from the story of the begging-pot of
Buddha already noted, would appear to have belonged to
Persia.
This district possessed two capitals called Ho-$i-*a and
Bo-sa-lo. The first has been identified by M, de St. Martin